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PERISCOPE. 


after a little practice. The meningitic micrococci exhibit move¬ 
ment, but not the lively movements of the putrefactive micrococci. 
They show a peculiar tremulous motion already described by 
Ebarth, and also by Gunther in the pneumonia micrococus. Prof. 
Leyden stated that it would be of the greatest interest to determine 
whether this form of otitis was not dependent on the same parasitic 
micrococus .—Deutsch med. Wochen., Apr. 4, 1883. S. 206. 


Some Statistics of Chorea.—D r. Angel Money {Brain, Jan., 
1883). Total number of cases collected, 236. Sex: cases avail¬ 
able, 214; males, 52 ; females, 162. Age: cases available, 186 ; 
4 yrs., 1 ; 3 yrs., 5 ; 6 yrs., 6 ; 7 yrs., 15 ; 8 yrs., 13 ; 9 yrs., 20 ; 

10 yrs., 21 ; 11 yrs., 20 ; 12 yrs., 15 ; 13 yrs., 17 ; 14 yrs., 10 ; 

15 yrs., * 3 ; 16 yrs., 9 ; w yrs., 6 ; 18 yrs., 5; x 9 yrs., 3 ; 20 yrs., 

6 ; 21 yrs., i ; 22 yrs., 6 ; above 22 yrs., 14. Number of attacks: 

cases available, 197 ; r attack, 131 ; 2 attacks, 46 ; 3 attacks, 

15 ; 4 attacks, 1 ; 5 attacks, 1 ; more than 3 attacks, 3. 

Month of the year when first observed: January, 30 ; February, 16 ; 
March, 23 ; April, 27 ; May, 20; June, 25 ; July, 11 ; August, 

11 ; September, 11 ; October, 17 ; November, 16 ; December, 17. 
Cause assigned; cases available, 214; fright, 60 ; accident, 13 ; 
hard school-work, 9 ; anxiety and worry, 6 ; imitation, 2 ; want of 
food, 2 ; exposure, 1 ; sore thumb, 1 ; no assignable cause, 120. 
Heredity: cases available, 214 ; rheumatic history, 28; chorea, 
14; “fits,” 6 ; rheumatic gout, 5 ; gout, 21 ; megrim, 21 ; epi¬ 
lepsy, 21 ; convulsions, delirium tremens, imbecility, “ head-affec¬ 
tion,” drunkenness, each, 1. Rheumatism: cases available, 214; 
history of genuine rheumatic fever, 33 ; of “ rheumatism,” 23 ; 
doubtful rheumatic history, 9. Heart-disease and so-called functional 
murmurs: cases available, 168; real heart-disease, 31 (13 $) ; 
mitral disease, 29 ; aortic regurgitation, 2 ; systolic murmur, 64 
(23 %) ; this was apical in all but 11 cases. Heart-disease preceded 
by chorea in 7 cases ; doubtful in 18 ; after chorea in 1 ; age, 5 to 
10 years in 12 cases of heart-disease ; 11 to 15 years in 12 cases. 
Starting-place : right side, 33 times ; left, 30. It was worse on the 
right side, 55 ; on the left, 49 ; hemichorea, right, 3 times ; left, 

4 times ; in right hand, 6 ; right arm, 6 ; left hand, 6 ; left arm, 
6 ; right leg 1 ; left leg, 2 ; left face, 2 ; right arm and leg, 3 ; left 
arm and leg, 1 ; head, 3 ; speech, 2 ; legs, 1 ; arms 1 ; speech and 
hand, 1. When the disturbance of motion starts unilaterally in a 
particular region, it will travel over the whole of that one side ere 
it pass to the opposite side. Duration: in 19 cases, 1 month ; in 
66, 2 months ; in 33, 3 months ; in 18, 4 months ; in 7, 5 months ; 
in 9, 6 months ; in 1, 8 months ; in 5, 1 year ; in 4, 2 years ; 1 
in 3 years ; in many years, 5. Interval between relapses : in 51 cases 
with one relapse, 5 times the interval was less than 6 months; 5 times, 
6 months ; 13 times, 1 year ; 15 times, 2 yrs. ; 3 times, 3 yrs. ; 

5 times, 4 yrs. ; once, 6 yrs. ; twice, 8 yrs. In 18 cases of a second 
relapse, 3 times the interval between the 2d and 3d attack was 
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less than 6 months ; 3 times, 6 months ; 6 times, 1 year ; 4 times, 
2 yrs. ; once, 5 yrs. ; once, 6 yrs. In 4 cases of a third relapse, 
the interval between the 3d and 4th attack was, once, 6 months ; 
once, 1 yr. ; twice, 2 yrs. In three cases of a 4th relapse, the in¬ 
terval between the 4th and 5th attack was, once, less than 6 
months ; once, 6 months ; once, 1 year. Intervals after fright: 
Chorea began immediately after fright, in 9 females and 1 male ; 
1 day after, in 3 females ; 2 days after, in 1 female ; 1 week after, 
in 1 female and 1 male ; 2 weeks after, in 2 females; 3 weeks after, 
in 1 female ; 1 month after, in 2 females. Relapse and fright oc¬ 
curred in 25 cases ; fright and no relapse, in 42; relapse and no 
fright, in 41. Relapse and rheumatism , in 19 cases ; rheumatism 
and no relapse, 45 ; relapse and no rheumatism, 45. Additional 
statistics are given, comparing the duration of the disease with age, 
fright, rheumatism, and heart-disease The author has not at¬ 
tempted in his paper to draw conclusions from the facts. 


Variations in the Resistance of the Human Body to 
the Galvanic Current in Health and Disease.—A. Estore, 
{Arch, de Neurol., vol. iv, No. n,) while studying the physio¬ 
logical action of‘continued currents, observed that considerable 
variations occurred in the amount of resistance encountered 
whilst traversing certain tissues, not only in different subjects 
but in the same one at different times, a fact already observed by 
Vigouroux. Estore’s method of testing was as follows: The 
positive pole was placed over the sternum, and the negative over 
some part, (uniformly the same,) of the forearm ; a current suffi¬ 
ciently feeble to be borne for some time (say ten elements) was 
then passed through. The precise time of closing the circuit was 
noted, and the exact number of divisions traversed by the gal¬ 
vanometer needle in a minute was observed, until it remained 
permanently at rest; the maximum of intensity was reached, and 
the examination was concluded. It was observed that in two 
individuals subjected to the action of the same current, the 
resistance may vary in two ways. Ordinarily the maximum of 
deviation is different—high for one and less so for the other, no 
matter how long the current is applied. Less frequently the 
needle arrives at the same maximum, but in different periods of 
time ; being rapidly displaced in the one case, and less so in the 
other. These conditions—-the galvanometer’s deviations on the 
one hand and the time on the other—have aided in producing 
curves by means of which the results of different examinations 
may be easily compared. In the examination of hysterical hemi- 
ansesthetic subjects it was no longer a question of comparing 
different individuals ; the two sides of a patient were to be 
examined. The first condition to fulfill was to localize the current 
to that half of the body to be experimented upon ; its influ¬ 
ence was not to be felt on the opposite side, as, otherwise, its 
resistance would have been diminished if the current had been 



